
 

 

 
 

 

January 15, 2019 

Dear Families, Sponsors, Friends and Supporters of SMYBA: 

Most of you have probably seen the recent news that, Joey V. Sullenberger, one of the private coaches 
that worked at the Central Penn Sportsplex has been arrested on multiple charges of sexual assault, 
indecent assault, corruption of minors and other related charges for his inappropriate actions toward at 
least four victims that are known to the police at this time.  For anyone that has not had the opportunity 
to review the recent news, we have attached a link to an article that was published in the Sentinel and on 
Cumberlink here: 

https://cumberlink.com/news/local/crime-and-courts/more-details-released-about-carlisle-softball-coach-
charged-with-multiple/article_4cab58ee-7c67-51a8-846a-e5a2903ae2cb.html#tracking-source=home-
top-story 

For many of you, you may recall that we held our 2018 Spring evaluations and winter clinics at the 
Central Penn Sportsplex last year, and some of you may be questioning whether you should be 
concerned that your child participated in these activities at the Sportsplex. 

We would like to assure you that your children’s safety is of paramount concern to every member of our 
Association, from the Board, through our coaches and our many volunteers. 

During the evaluations and clinics that were held at the Sportsplex last year, all of them were conducted 
by our own coaches, and were assisted by some players from the Boiling Springs High School Baseball 
Team.  At no point did Mr. Sullenberger have any instructional interaction with any of our players at any 
of our events.  Our Association rented facility space at the Sportsplex and we did not utilize any 
instruction by any Sportsplex employee.  Our players were split into manageable groups and staffed by 
several SMYBA coaches to each group.  However, during the evaluations, one of the evaluators was Mr. 
Sullenberger, who was one of three evaluators that evaluated our players and was only allowed to know 
the player’s numbers that were assigned for evaluation purposes.  Our evaluators were not allowed to 
interact with the players, but rather, stood on the side together, watching each numbered player perform 
drills and skill testing that was conducted by the High School Baseball Team.  We are not aware of any 
individual interaction that Mr. Sullenberger had with any of our players, although he could have also 
been in the building at the time of some of our clinics. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

It is always troubling to face the reality that evils like this are continuously found in our world and even 
more so when it hits close to home.  Should any of you have any questions, concerns or would like to 
discuss this further, please do not hesitate to contact any member of the Board that you trust so that your 
concerns can be addressed by the Board as whole.  Providing a safe environment for your children to 
continue to enjoy and develop their baseball skills in our community always has been and always will be 
at the heart of our mission. 

Thank you again to each and every one of you for your support and we look forward to continuing the 
development of our organization to provide the best experience that we can for our players and all of 
you. 

 

       On behalf of the SMYBA, 

 

       Chris Schaffer, President 


